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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF NURSES 

The first meeting of the American Federation of Nurses was held at the 
George Washington University, Washington, D. C., on Wednesday, May 3, 1905. 
The meeting was called to order at ten-thirty a.m. by the president, and the open¬ 
ing prayer was made by the Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D.D. 

OPENING PRAYER 

“Almighty God, in the name of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, we offer 
unto Thee our thanks for Thy goodness to us and to all men, especially 
for Thy goodness unto these Thy servants that Thou hast watched over 
them in the house and by the way and brought them into this way and 
into this place in the fulness of Thy blessing and in the joy of Thy 
presence. Now we pray Thee that Thou wouldst endow us with the 
spirit of Thy Son, Jesus Christ; we pray Thee who was bruised for our 
iniquities and wounded for our transgressions. We remember that 
wondrous example in His life upon the earth that He went about con¬ 
tinually doing good, and now do Thou help us by the grace of Thy Holy 
Spirit to follow in His footsteps; teach us to love those in need and in 
distress; Thou hast taught us that we cannot love God whom we have 
not seen save as we love our brother whom we have seen. Help us to keep 
Thy commandments that we love one another and go out in tenderness 
and patience, in service and in sacrifice, to comfort and uplift those that 
are in need. We remember in this hour the great multitude of the sick 
and suffering, those tossing on beds of pain, those in lowly homes, in 
hospitals, to whom Thou hast come in Thy providence with the touch 
of pain and sickness and disease. Help them, 0 Christ! We thank 
Thee for Thy providence that hast brought us in these days the mini stry 
of science, the skill, the knowledge that so largely relieves the suffering 
and brings peace and comfort and health again. We pray for Thy 
blessing upon the great multitude of physicians, and especially upon 
these who have devoted themselves to this service of nursing, that Thou 
wouldst protect them in Thy providence, that Thou wouldst guide them 
by Thy Holy Spirit, and that Thou wouldst uplift them in the sense of 
co-working with Thee and use them as a benediction upon those that are 
in need. And so, Heavenly Father, do Thou continue Thy grace with 
the word and the example and the life of Jesus Christ made more and 
more manifest in our humble bodies that others may see our good 
works and glorify our Father in Heaven. 

“ We pray for Thy blessing upon this convention; do Thou sur¬ 
round them by Thy loving care; preside over them by Thy Spirit, and 
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guide them in wisdom; teach them Thy knowledge. Jesus Christ, whose 
heart is touched with a pity for our infirmities, go with them from this 
place, so that with a greater faith and nobler service they may do Thy 
will and give glory unto Thee. These and all blessings for ourselves 
and for all men we ask for the sake of Him who has taught us to pray, 
saying, ‘ Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen/ ” 

Miss Nutting. —We have the great good fortune to have with us this morn¬ 
ing the Hon. Henry B. F. MacFarland, President of the Board of Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia, who will extend to the visiting members of our 
society a welcome in the name of the city. 

The Hon. Henry B. F. MacFarland, President of the Board of Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia, delivered the following 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME 

“ Madam President and Ladies, and Db. Eadolieee : The doctor 
and I feel very lonely on this occasion. It has been my pleasant office for 
several years to have the opportunity of welcoming to the Capital City 
many conventions, but usually they are conventions of men, and that is 
a comparatively easy task. Even though I have passed the first Osier 
period and am no more capable of creative work, I am able to create an 
address for mere men, but when it comes to the superior sex I confess 
that I stand, as usual, in awe and trepidation. However, back of every 
man there is, of course, a woman making or marring him, and back of 
me, fortunately, stands my wife, who, after all, contributes all that is 
best in my speeches, and naturally I turned to her. I said, * This is a 
very serious emergency that confronts me/ and she reminded me of the 
girl who, when she was asked what she would do if the young man offered 
to kiss her, said, ‘ I should meet the emergency face to face/ 

“ She also has contributed a clipping which she cut from yesterday’s 
New York Tribune, and which reads: ‘ Miss Death was brought to the 
German Hospital in Philadelphia to be operated upon for appendicitis; 
she was the daughter, she said, of an undertaker; the name of the sur¬ 
geon who was chosen to perform the operation was Dye—Frank Hackett 
Dye. When the operation was over Miss Death was placed in charge of 
two nurses, Miss Payne and Miss Grone; Miss Payne was the day nurse 
and Miss Grone the night nurse. The patient recovered rapidly (and 
that was one of the occasions when not only the operation was successful 



